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Summary of Early Years (0-5) Childcare Sufficiency Assessment - 2009
Background

As part of the local authority’s duty to ensure there is sufficient childcare available, the Planning and Analysis Team in the Early Years Education & Childcare Service (EYECS) have completed an assessment of the level of sufficiency of childcare for under 5s for every Children's Centre area in Sheffield.  The assessments compared the number of places available (supply) with the estimated number of places required (demand).  The following summary highlights in which areas the estimated demand for childcare is higher than the supply, indicating an estimated shortage of provision.  For more details of the assessment see individual reports for each Children's Centre area available on request.
The following tables, subdivided into community assembly areas, summarise the estimated level of shortage in each Children's Centre area using the key below.  The shortage was estimated at April 2009 and is subject to change.

Therefore, if you plan to develop childcare, please contact EYECS to inform us of your intentions (Tel: 0114 281 1881 or email: EYECS@Sheffield.gov.uk).  There may be places planned that are not yet open or a subsequent change in the population of children living in an area.  There may also be established patterns of travel that mean children may be accessing provision in a neighbouring area.

Key to Summary of Estimated Childcare Shortage Tables
	1
	No/minimal estimated shortage.

	2
	Slight shortage estimated – no pro-active involvement from the local authority although expressions of interest to develop childcare would be welcomed.  (Subject to change based on population change or changes in the level of provision).

	3
	Significant shortage estimated – depending on the nature of the shortage, may receive support from the local authority to secure additional provision.  (Subject to change based on population change or changes in the level of provision).


Northern Community Assembly Area - Estimated Childcare Shortage
	Children's Centre area
	Under 2 childcare
	Age 2 childcare
	Age 3-4 childcare
	Age 3-4 free entitlement

	1. Bradfield Parish
	1
	1
	1
	1

	2. Chapeltown
	1
	1
	1
	2

	3. Colley/ Ecclesfield
	1
	1
	1
	1

	4. High Green
	1
	2*
	2*
	1

	5. Stannington
	3
	1
	1
	1

	6. Stocksbridge/Deepcar
	1
	1
	1
	1


*Although a slight shortage has been estimated for 2-5 year olds living in High Green, there are sufficient places in Chapeltown to accommodate the demand for both High Green and Chapeltown.  
North East Community Assembly Area - Estimated Childcare Shortage
	Children's Centre area
	Under 2 childcare
	Age 2 childcare
	Age 3-4 childcare
	Age 3-4 free entitlement

	7. Brightside/Wincobank
	1
	1
	2
	1

	8. Burngreave
	1
	1
	1
	1

	9. Firth Park
	1
	1
	2
	1

	10. Fir Vale
	3
	2
	2
	3*

	11. Fox Hill/ Grenoside
	1
	1
	1
	1

	12. Parson Cross
	3
	1
	1
	1

	13. Shirecliffe
	1
	1
	2
	3

	14. Shiregreen
	1
	2
	3
	3**


*The shortage of 3-4 year old provision (including the free entitlement) in Fir Vale is being addressed through the development of places at Whiteways Primary School which will be open in September 2010 and a project to secure at least 80 places in the Hucklow Primary School catchment area.
**The shortage of 3-4 year old provision (including the free entitlement) in Shiregreen will be addressed when a new provider opens (due to open in September 2009).
East Community Assembly Area - Estimated Childcare Shortage
	Children's Centre area
	Under 2 childcare
	Age 2 childcare
	Age 3-4 childcare
	Age 3-4 free entitlement

	15. Arbourthorne/ Norfolk Park
	1
	1
	2
	3

	16. Darnall
	1
	1
	3
	1

	17. Manor
	1
	1
	2
	1

	18. Tinsley
	1
	1
	1
	2

	19. Woodthorpe
	3
	1
	1
	1

	20. Wybourn/ Park Hill
	1
	1
	1
	1


A growing population in the Arbourthorne/ Norfolk Park, Tinsley and Darnall areas has led to a shortage of provision for 3-4 year olds.

The free entitlement places in Wybourn/ Park Hill and Manor are more than sufficient for the population and there are vacancies, which would suggest that paid-for childcare for 3-4 year olds could be accommodated within existing provision.

South East Community Assembly Area - Estimated Childcare Shortage
	Children's Centre area
	Under 2 childcare
	Age 2 childcare
	Age 3-4 childcare
	Age 3-4 free entitlement

	21. Birley/ Hackenthorpe
	1
	1
	1
	1

	22. Intake/ Charnock
	1
	1
	1
	1

	23. Handsworth
	1
	1
	1
	1

	24. Mosborough
	1
	1
	1
	1

	25. Waterthorpe/ Beighton
	1
	1
	1
	3*

	26. Woodhouse
	1
	1
	1
	1


*A shortage of free entitlement places in Waterthorpe/ Beighton for its eligible population is predicted in 2011.  However, the abundance of places across the Community Assembly area would suggest that there will still be sufficient places overall.

South Community Assembly Area - Estimated Childcare Shortage
	Children's Centre area
	Under 2 childcare
	Age 2 childcare
	Age 3-4 childcare
	Age 3-4 free entitlement

	27. Heeley/ Newfield Green
	2
	3
	1
	3*

	28. Hemsworth/ Gleadless Valley
	1
	1
	1
	3*

	29. Lowedges/ Batemoor/ Jordanthorpe/ Greenhill
	2
	2
	2
	3

	30. Woodseats/ Meersbrook/ Carterknowle
	1
	1
	1
	1


There is a large shortage of free entitlement provision across the South Community Assembly area, which is growing as the population is predicted to increase over the next two years.  
*There are projects currently in progress to explore options to develop provision in Heeley/ Newfield Green and Hemsworth/ Gleadless Valley.
South West Community Assembly Area - Estimated Childcare Shortage
	Children's Centre area
	Under 2 childcare
	Age 2 childcare
	Age 3-4 childcare
	Age 3-4 free entitlement

	31. Beauchief/ Bradway
	3
	2
	1
	3

	32. Crosspool/ Fulwood
	1
	1
	1
	1

	33. Greystones/ Hunter’s Bar
	1
	1
	1
	1

	34. Dore/ Millhouses/ Totley
	2
	3
	1
	1


Although shortages were estimated in Beauchief/ Bradway and Dore/ Millhouse/ Totley (i.e. there are fewer places in the area than those required by the population of the area), there are established patterns of travel to access provision in other areas and none of the parents surveyed indicated that they were unable to find childcare.
Central Community Assembly Area - Estimated Childcare Shortage
	Children's Centre area
	Under 2 childcare
	Age 2 childcare
	Age 3-4 childcare
	Age 3-4 free entitlement

	35. Broomhall/ Crookes
	1
	1
	1
	1

	36. Hillsborough/Middlewood/ Wisewood/ Wadsley
	1
	1
	1
	2

	37. Sharrow
	1
	1
	1
	1

	38. Walkley/ Netherthorpe
	1
	1
	1
	1


There is a slight shortage of free entitlement for children aged 3-4 in the Hillsborough/ Middlewood/ Wisewood/ Wadsley area.  The shortage of the free entitlement will not be apparent until 2011 as a result of population growth.
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